
 

Watertown Jefferson County Area Transportation Council 
317 Washington Street, Watertown, New York, 13601; 315-785-2354 
 

Policy Committee (PC) Meeting Summary 
Thursday May 26, 2016, 1:30 PM 

9
th

 Floor Regional Director’s Conference Room, Dulles State Office Building 
 

Members Present:  Sharon Addison, Joseph Butler, Scott Docteur, 
Steven Kokkoris, John Peck   
 
Technical Committee & MPO Central Staff Present:  Gene Hayes, Alan 
Ricalton, Justin Wood 
 
Other Attendees:  Kris Reff (representing Don Mattimore & note 
keeper)   
  

I. Call to Order:  Meeting was called to order by Scott Docteur. 
 

II. Public Comments:  No public comments received.  
 
III. Prior Meeting Minutes:  J. Butler made a motion to accept the 

02/25/16 meeting minutes. S. Docteur seconded the motion 
and it passed unanimously.    

 
IV. Host Agency Agreement:  In the original MOU that formed the 

WJCTC, it was agreed that NYSDOT would host the WJCTC for 
the two-year period ending on March 31, 2016.  Resolution 
#05-2016 was presented which extends NYSDOT’s hosting of 
the WJCTC for an additional two-year period ending on March 
31, 2018.  S. Addison made a motion to accept Resolution #5-
2016, S. Kokkoris seconded the motion and it passed 
unanimously.  See Appendix A for a copy of this resolution.  

 
V. Draft 2017 – 2021 TIP & Self Certification:   

 

o The draft TIP was presented.   
 

o It was explained that there is a 30-day public comment 
period on the draft TIP.   

 

o It was also explained that the draft TIP must be approved by 
the end of June in keeping within the statewide schedule.   

 

o Final approval is anticipated to occur either by a special 
meeting at the end of June or via e-mail concurrence of the 
Policy Committee members.   
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o During the public comment period the draft TIP will be available for review and 
comment on the WJCTC website.  Hard copies of the document will also be available for 
public review at the NYSDOT R7 Planning Office, the Watertown City Hall, the Jefferson 
County Office Building, and Roswell P. Flower Memorial Library.   The city and the 
County will also provide links to the TIP document on the WJCTC website on their 
respective websites. 

 

o S. Addison made a motion to accept the draft TIP, J. Butler seconded the motion, and it 
passed unanimously.  See Appendix B for Resolution #03-2016 adopting the draft TIP. 

 

o The WJCTC Self Certification (Resolution #04-2016) was presented.  It was explained 
that the WJCTC is required to self-certify that it is meeting the appropriate federal 
requirements.  S. Addison made a motion to accept Resolution #04-2016, it was 
seconded by J. Butler and passed unanimously.  See Appendix C for a copy of this 
resolution.  

 
VI. Amend Current (2014 – 2017) TIP To Add 2016 Transit Projects:   

 

o Prior to the 2010 census The City of Watertown was able to receive Section 5311 
(Formula Grants for Other than Urbanized Areas) for its bus system.  When the City of 
Watertown and it surrounding areas became an Urbanized Area based on the 2010 
census results, the City was no longer eligible to receive Section 5311 funds; however it 
became eligible to receive other funds such as Section 5307 (Urbanized Area Formula 
Program). 
 

o With the change in programs, came a change in the process and additional 
administrative requirements for applying for the funds.  The amendment to the current 
TIP is being progressed to allow the City to “catch up” on back funding that it is entitled 
to, but has not collected as it was transitioning from the process for rural funds to the 
process for urbanized area funds.  However In order to apply for these funds, they first 
must be shown on the TIP. 

 

o A copy of the proposed amendment is included in Appendix D, it should be noted that 
the obligation dates have been changed to show a more realistic date within the same 
FFY than was shown in the listing originally distributed at the meeting.  

 

o A motion was made by S. Docteur to accept the amendment to the 2014 – 2017 TIP.  It 
was seconded by S. Addison and passed unanimously. 
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VII. Long Range Plan - Consultant Update: 
 

o Barton & Loguidice (B&L) has been selected to prepare the Long Range Transportation 
Plan.  Currently the scope of services is being developed.  The Highway Technical 
Committee will be working with the consultant.  They have a meeting scheduled for 
June 8, 2016.  The actual study work is anticipated to commence shortly. 
 

o It was mentioned that Policy Committee should approve the language in the agreement 
with B&L for the study. 

 
VIII. New York State Association of Metropolitan Planning Organizations (NYSAMPO) – 

Working Groups: 
 

o S. Docteur mentioned that NYSAMPO has various working groups.  THE WJCTC is being 
represented on the following NYSAMPO working groups: 
 

 Bicycle Pedestrian Working Group:  Geoffrey Urda, City of Watertown 
 

 Transit Working Group:  Sara Freda, Jefferson County  
 

 Freight Working Group:  S. Docteur & A. Ricalton, NYSDOT 
 

 
IX. Next Policy Committee Meeting:  It was mentioned that, based on the schedule contained 

in the Unified Operations Plan, there should be a regularly scheduled Policy Committee 
meeting held in July.  A. Ricalton will organize. 
 

X. Miscellaneous: 
 

o Rail:  The topic of rail and how it relates to the MPO came up.  It was mentioned that 
while rail generally doesn’t fall within the domain of the MPO, that A. Ricalton (the 
Regional Rail Coordinator) works with NYSDOT M.O. Rail to address rail related issues 
and that the state can get involved with regard to rail issues within the MPO. 
 

o Personnel Changes in the NYSDOT R7 Planning Office:  It was announced by S. Docteur 
that D. Mattimore has accepted a position as the NYSDOT Resident Engineer for Lewis 
County.  As an interim measure K. Reff will be filling in for D. Mattimore until a 
permanent replacement can be named.    

 
XI. Adjournment:   A motion to adjourn was made by J. Butler.  It was seconded by S. Kokkoris 

and passed unanimously. 
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Appendix A - Resolution #05-2016 
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Appendix B – Resolution #03-2016 
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Appendix C – Resolution #04-2016 
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Appendix D – Proposed Amendment to 2014 – 2017 TIP 

 


