
































































 

50 Wolf Road, Albany, NY 12232 │ www.dot.ny.gov 

08/30/2022 
 

Terry Tyoe 
Regional Permit Administrator R-6 
New York Department of Conservation  
5th Floor – Dulles State Office Building 317 Washington Street 
Watertown, NY 13601 
 

                   PIN 778009 
        BIN 3338900 

       Bridge Replacement Project 
       Route 12 E over Black River 

       Towns of Brownville and Hounsfield, Jefferson County 

  
Dear Ms. Tyoe: 
 
The new single span bridge over the Black River will be located 0.61 miles west of an 
existing structure in the Town of Brownville in Jefferson County, New York. The bridge 
will connect NYS Routes 12E and 12F. New connector roads leading to the proposed 
bridge will be constructed which will require the removal of approximately 2600 trees 
throughout a 3.40-acre area. The project is currently scheduled to be constructed in 2023. 
 
In addition to site observation, screenings for state listed rare plants or animals were 
additionally researched using the NYSDEC Environmental Resource Mapper, the 
NYSDEC Natural Heritage Program, and the NYSDEC Nature Explorer mapping 
applications. The NYSDEC Natural Heritage Program identified two state listed species: 
the Short-Eared Owl (Asio flammeus, endangered) and Back’s Sedge (Carex backii, 
threatened) known to occur in the vicinity of the project. Additionally, the NYSDEC 
Nature Explorer identified the possible presence within the project site and areas 
adjacent to the project site three (3) additional threatened or endangered species: 
Calypso (Calypso bulbosa var. americana, endangered, possible but not confirmed), 
Drummond’s Rock Sedge (Boechera stricta, threatened, recently confirmed), and 
Northern Stickseed (Hackelia deflexa ssp. americana, endangered, historically 
confirmed).  
 
With respect to the short-eared owl, their preferred habitat consists of large fields with 
high vegetation density, such as grasslands, meadows, marshes and open agricultural 

areas.  The cutting/trimming of 3.40 acres of trees within a forested area is proposed for 
the completion of this project. As a result, it is unlikely that this action will cause harm or 
result in incidental take of the species. The NYSDEC Natural Heritage Program 
database indicates there are no known locations of the owl within the vicinity of the 1.5-
mile radius of concern of the project, only potential locations in the grasslands 



 

 

surrounding the nearby Watertown Airport. Previous site visits resulted in zero 
detections as well. 
 
There are 3 known locations of Back’s sedge within the 1.5-mile vicinity of the project 
area. These were last observed in 2004, and it is unknown if they are still present. They 
were not observed during any previous site visits. Northern stickseed was confirmed 
within the vicinity previously, but the most recent conformation is in 1951. As a result, it 
is unlikely if still present, to be taken during construction activities. Drummond’s Rock 
Sedge, although recently confirmed in the vicinity is unlikely to result in incidental take 
as the closest known location is approximately 0.7 miles from the boundaries of the 
project area. Calypso has no confirmed locations within the areas adjacent to the 
project area and has not been observed on any previous visits. 
 
Given the above, no take is expected of the Short-Eared Owl due to lack of suitable 
habitat where the primacy of work will occur for the project. Attached is map showing 
where the work will occur to show that it is primarily forested habitat that will be affected 
by this project. 
 
Via this letter, we kindly request that you conduct an environmental inventory for 
Threatened and Endangered Species and Critical Habitat Areas and determine their 
potential to be affected by this project. In particular, the ones mentioned in this 
correspondence.  
 
The results of your information will be included in the Design Report or other documents 
pertaining to the subject project. 
 
Please contact Jacob Dillon, at 315-785-2601, or jacob.dillon@dot.ny.gov with your 
comments or questions about this project 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Environmental Specialist, Trainee 2 
 
Attachments: Aerial Project Location Map  
 
cc:  B. Poore, Regional Design Environmental Unit Supervisor, NYSDOT Region 7 
  

 
Ecc:  S. Gagnon, ARDE 
J. Grill, Reg. Structures Engineer 
K. Collier, Job Manager 
Karen Carling, Env. Specialist, Foit-Albert 
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September 15, 2022 

Jacob Dillon 
NYS DEC 
317 Washington Street  
Watertown, NY 13601 

RE:  Route 12E Bridge Replacement over Black River 
State Environmental Quality Review (SEQR) Coordination 
Towns of Brownville and Hounsfield, Jefferson County 

Dear Jacob Dillon: 

We received your letter dated August 30, 2022 asking us to do a SEQR review for the 
proposed project listed above.  Below are the department’s comments: 

1. To ensure there are no negative impacts related to T/E species as a result of 
this project, all tree clearing must be conducted from November 1-March 
31.  We do not anticipate any negative impacts to other T/E species as a 
result of this project. 

We cannot provide a definitive statement as to the presence or absence of all rare or 
state-listed species or significant natural communities.  This information should not be 
substituted for on-site surveys that may be required for environmental impact 
assessment.  Depending on the nature of the project and the conditions at the project 
site, further information from on-site surveys or other sources may be required to fully 
assess impacts on biological resources. 

Our databases are continuously being updated and amended.  If this proposed project 
is still under development one year from now, we recommend that you contact us again 
so that we may update this response with the most current information. 

Thank you for contacting us regarding this matter.  If you have any questions with this 
letter, I can be reached at (315) 785-2245 or donna.iloff@dec.ny.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Donna Iloff 
Program Aide 
Region 6  
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