
 

Watertown Jefferson County Area Transportation Council 
317 Washington Street, Watertown, New York, 13601; 315-785-2354 
 

Policy Committee (PC) Meeting Summary 
Thursday, April 25, 2019, 1:30 PM 

9th Floor Conference Room, Dulles State Office Building 
 

Members Present:  Scott Docteur, Steven Kokkoris, Robert Hagemann, 
John Peck, Joseph Butler, Richard Finn, Kristopher Reff   
 

Technical Committee & MPO Central Staff Present:  Barbara Cadwell 
& Patrick Keenan  
 

Others Present:  Maria Chau – FHWA (phone-in), Richelle Gosman – 
FTA (phone-in) 
 

I. Call to Order:  Meeting was called to order by J. Peck.  
 

II. Public Comments:  None 
 

III. Prior Meeting Minutes:  Draft minutes from the February 28, 
2019 meeting were distributed on April 15th.  A motion was 
made by S. Kokkoris to accept the prior meeting minutes, the 
motion was seconded by R. Finn and passed unanimously. 

 

IV. TIP Update:  The Draft TIP is ready for its 30-day public review.  
A motion was made by R. Finn to release the document for 
public review.  It was seconded by S. Docteur and passed 
unanimously.  

 

V. Study Updates  
 

o Brownville Bridge –  Study is complete so NYSDOT can get 
design underway.  Response to the study has been good.  
The WJCTC received 1200 hits on its website for the study 
after its release.  The project is being progressed as a 
NEPA Environmental Assessment (EA) and is currently 
scheduled for construction in 2023.   

 
o There was a discussion with regard to the timing of the 

release of the study results.  While the document was 
approved by the Highway Technical Committee (HTC) 
which was directing the study, the PC would have liked to 
have a greater opportunity to review the document prior 
to the formal release.  Moving forward there needs to be 
further discussion on the part of the PC with regard to the 
role that the PC should play in the final review of the 
major studies conducted by the MPO.     
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o Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) –  A draft of the LRTP has been forwarded to 

NYSDOT’s Main Office and to the FHWA and feedback has been received from both.   
 
The document is now ready to go out for the 30-day public review. 
 
Members of the PC felt that the study did not provide a clear enough overview of the 
documents purpose.  It was requested that an executive summary be drafted in 
layman’s terms which clearly outlines the purpose of the document.  Other items of 
discussion with regard to the LRTP included population projections and the 
movement of trucks through and around Public Square.  
 
A motion was made by R. Finn to release LRTP for 30-day public review, provided 
than an Executive Summary that clearly outlines the purpose of the LRTP be added to 
the document.  It was seconded by Joe Butler and passed unanimously. 
 

o Transit Plan – Good progress has been made on the Transit Study. There needs to be 
a detailed discussion regarding the fiscal plan contained in the Draft Transit Plan at 
the June PC Meeting.    

 
VI. Resolution #5-2019 (Adopt NYSDOT Safety Measures):  This is the resolution required 

annually in which the WJCTC agrees to support NYSDOT’s Safety Performance Measures, 
since it opts not to establish its own targets.  The full text of this resolution may be found 
in Appendix A.  A motion was made by J. Butler to accept resolution #5-2019, it was 
seconded by R. Hagemann and passed unanimously.  

   
VII. Draft Air Conformity Determination:  A motion was made by R. Finn to allow the Draft Air 

Conformity Determination for the WJCTC/Jefferson County to go out for its 30-day public 
review.  It was seconded by R. Hagemann and passed unanimously.  A copy of the Draft 
Air Conformity Determination may be found at:    

 

 https://wjctc.org/images/Draft_MTP_TIP_1997_Ozone_Conformity_Determination.pdf 
 

VIII. Resolution #8-2019 WJCTC Self Certification:    The WJCTC as part of the TIP development 
is required to self-certify that its planning process addresses certain major issues in 
Metropolitan Planning and is being conducted in accordance with certain requirements.  
The full text of this resolution may be found in Appendix B.  A motion was made by R. Finn 
to accept resolution #8-2019, it was seconded by J. Butler and passed unanimously.  

 
IX. Resolution #9-2019 (TAM Performance Measures):  In this resolution, the WJCTC agrees 

to participate in NYSDOT’s Tier II Transit Asset Management (TAM) Plan.  The full text of 
this resolution may be found in Appendix C.  A motion was made by J. Butler to accept 
resolution #9-2019, it was seconded by R. Finn and passed unanimously.  

https://wjctc.org/images/Draft_MTP_TIP_1997_Ozone_Conformity_Determination.pdf
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X. Local Stakeholder Group (LSQ) Update:  The 2nd quarter LSQ update was sent out on 

4/16/19 to the members.  It is anticipated that the 3rd quarter (July) update will be done 
via e-mail and that a formal meeting will be held for the 4th quarter (October) update.  

 
XI. Next PC Meeting:  The next PC meeting is tentatively scheduled for June 4th (late 

afternoon).  This will be confirmed as the date gets closer. 
 

XII. Miscellaneous:  A question was raised whether consideration is currently being given to 
autonomous vehicles in the planning process.  M.  Chau mentioned that AAA was 
sponsoring an Autonomous Vehicle Summit on Friday May 3rd at Mohawk Valley 
Community College in Utica for anyone interested. 

 
XIII. Adjournment:  A motion to adjourn was made by R. Finn, it was seconded by R. 

Hagemann and passed unanimously. 
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Appendix B – Resolution #8-2019 

 



Policy Committee Meeting Minutes  
Thursday, April 25, 2019, 1:30 PM 
9th Floor Conference Room, Dulles State Office Building 
 

Page 7 of 8 
 

Appendix C – Resolution #9-2019 (Page 1 of 2) 
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